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Introduction 

I’m currently in Thailand where I’ve lived since October 17, 2021. As most of my 

Chinese friends know, I lived in China for 12 years before that working as an English 

teacher at a large private school in Beijing.  

Here in Thailand during the past year, I taught two semesters of English at two 

rural public schools, and at the same time did medical editing for Chinese doctors, 

hospitals and universities on the side.  

The thing is, medical research papers are mostly about identifying and treating 

diseases and I don’t want to do that ALL the time.  

I did a lot of online teaching during the COVID-19 epidemic and thought it was fun 

so I thought of adding a few extra online English classes for friends in China to make 

my life more fun and interesting. Also, I’d like to earn a bit more money to finance 

my Silk Road Kung Fu Friendship Tour! 

 

Reading is the single factor most strongly correlated with academic success (see 

Section 3 below), however, conversation and writing are the highest levels of 

language use, in my opinion. 

There are eight main components of English language I most enjoy teaching. 

1) Story telling and conversation classes 

2) Topic-based classes (best for intermediate level students) 

3) Co-reading: Readling aloud with a coach 

4) Read along with a song  

5) Having fun with idioms 

6) Situational based conversations: Airport check-in, customs, taxis, hotels, 

etc. 

7) Editing 

8) Kid’s jokes 

Students can tell me which components they like more, or divide a one-hour 

online class into two, three or four of the above. I’m pretty open-minded about 

that kind of thing.  
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1. Story telling and conversation classes 

We all have stories to tell. The oldest teachers were story tellers who wove their 

spell-binding narratives around the tribal fires at night. 

Telling a story is a great way to practice English. You also get to practice using 

“sequence words,” like First, second, third… (boring!), as well as more interesting 

sequences words like: prior to, in the beginning, next, soon after, then, 

consequently, and so on. You get to describe events, people (their physical 

appearance, personalities and actions) and more lofty things like music, and 

philosophies! Story telling is a universe of experiences woven with words, the 

images, tastes, smells, sounds and feelings they can evoke, and even the breath of 

life itself. 

This is a good way to get ready for conversations. 

Story telling can be simple like answering the question: What did you do last 

weekend? Or, what is your dream job?  

It can also be more complicated, like describing an event in your life that taught 

you a valuable lesson. On the other hand, it can be a funny story about something 

ridiculous that happened. 

 

Conversation is the highest level of foreign language practice 

The cognitive processing involved in a good conversation is huge – but also hugely 

fun.  

This is for intermediate and advanced foreign language speakers.  

What do people usually talk about? Usually what they know best or things they 

want to learn about. There are also good “generic” conversation openers, and 

ways to conclude conversations that won’t offend anyone. Likewise, there are 

ways to disagree with other people’s viewpoints that are reasonably safe. 

Everyone has different needs. Younger people are usually more concerned with 

academic and career development, and relationships, topics I know some things 

about (probably more than most people). 

One nice thing about online teaching is I can access the Internet easily and 1) use 

many different dictionaries quickly to make sure our understanding of any 

particular word is exactly correct, and 2) can find (or create) lots of examples and 
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do more in-depth research on any particular topic. Research is one of my specialty 

areas. 

In a conversation, topics can change quickly, and that’s one of the reasons 

conversations are so interesting. 

2. Topic-based classes 

In contrast to “free-talking” (conversation) there is also topic-based English as a 

Foreign Language (EFL). This is best for intermediate and even advanced level 

English readers and speakers. 

I like PPT-based topic classes. Using PPTs students don’t need to take so many 

notes, and I always make those PPTs available to students after they take that class. 

Having been a university student for 15 years (1973-1988 continuously) and having 

worked in research for years, I’m good at researching topics, summarizing the most 

important points relating to any particular topic, and organizing that information 

in logical and hopefully entertaining ways.  

So, I can make new PPTs on most topics quite easily and quickly.  

I think being creative, artistic and at least a little humorous every now and then 

are critically important too. During my university career I dropped classes with 

boring professors. A creative humorous professor makes learning a pleasure.  

So, just tell me what you’re interested in, and we can study it! 

In years past I taught TOEFL, TOPIC and IELTS. Those things however started to 

bore me a lot. I do however have a PPT on how to get good scores on 

internationally normed tests! That’s a strategy-based approach, because I know 

how they design those things. That’s one of the things I studied during my four-

year Graduate School program in “Educational Psychology,” along with things like 

fair testing, legal issues in fair testing, how those tests are normed, all the details 

involved in designing and constructing IQ, personality, projective and academic 

achievement tests,  counseling and so on. 

When I was teaching at Beijing Huijia Private School, I often used PPTs and have a 

small collection on topics all educated people should know about. I enjoy most 

university subjects, however must admit applied physics bores me. Theoretical 

physics however is fascinating! 

Below is the list of topic-based PPTs I have already, though as noted above I can 

prepare new PPTs on most subjects rather quickly because of my wide interests, 

research skills and love of learning. 
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If there is interest in any of the following, I’d be happy to make PPTs about those 

subjects as well. 

• Professional writing, as I worked as a professional writer since 1980. 

• The wonderful world of MOOCs 

For those not familiar with MOOCs, MOOC stands for Massive Open Online Courses, 

that are almost always free. Thus, anyone can start taking at class at Harvard, or 

MIT today, for free if you want. If, however, you want a certificate at the end, that 

means you have to do all the assigned reading, participate in online discussion, and 

pass the tests. At Harvard, the tests are a bit challenging, but not too difficult either. 

For all that, most MOOCs I’ve taken only cost $99. But, if you don’t care about the 

certificate, it’s free.  

There is also a large Chinese MOOC site… Again, I’ll get around to making an easy 

and fast PPT about that sometime soon. 

• “The subject everybody loves to hate: Grammar!”  

I probably know grammar better than most foreign EFL teachers because 1) I had 

some very good teachers, 2) I learned several other languages, and some 
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knowledge of grammar is essential to do that, and 3) I also studied linguistics, the 

science of languages, that also requires at minimum some knowledge of grammar. 

• Phonics – the sounds of a language  

There are phonemes (distinct sounds) most east Asians reliably 

mispronounce, like the “th” sound, the V, and in some cases the “z” sound. 

That would be a short easy PPT to make. There easy ways to improve 

pronunciation of those phonemes. 

Really, there are probably a dozen or so other PPTs I’d like to make if there is interest in 

them. Just tell me what aspects of English language you’d like to learn!  

 

3. Co-reading: Reading aloud with a coach for better understanding and 

improved pronunciation 

Some information about reading and academic success 

Reading ability and motivation are the two most important factors in determining 

academic achievement. 

- Ross Finnie and Richard Mueller at the University of Ottawa have shown 

that “the largest determinant of university participation, however, is the 

score on the reading portion of the PISA.”  

https://www.academia.edu/69075247/The_Backgrounds_of_Canadian

_Youth_and_Access_to_Post_Secondary_Education_New_Evidence_fr

om_the_Youth_in_Transition_Survey  

 

Reading pleasure is strongly correlated with reading ability. In other words, 

enjoying what you read is very important. 

https://www.shsu.edu/academics/education/journal-of-multidisciplinary-

graduate-research/documents/2016/WhittenJournalFinal.pdf 

This style of reading “jumps” the student from beginning English reader and 

speaker to intermediate and then advanced in large leaps. 

Below is a small sampling of books that are really good. 

https://www.academia.edu/69075247/The_Backgrounds_of_Canadian_Youth_and_Access_to_Post_Secondary_Education_New_Evidence_from_the_Youth_in_Transition_Survey
https://www.academia.edu/69075247/The_Backgrounds_of_Canadian_Youth_and_Access_to_Post_Secondary_Education_New_Evidence_from_the_Youth_in_Transition_Survey
https://www.academia.edu/69075247/The_Backgrounds_of_Canadian_Youth_and_Access_to_Post_Secondary_Education_New_Evidence_from_the_Youth_in_Transition_Survey
https://www.shsu.edu/academics/education/journal-of-multidisciplinary-graduate-research/documents/2016/WhittenJournalFinal.pdf
https://www.shsu.edu/academics/education/journal-of-multidisciplinary-graduate-research/documents/2016/WhittenJournalFinal.pdf
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Above is the jacket cover of a GREAT 

Book! I believe it is possible reading it 

can radically increase your creative 

abilities and IQ! 

 

I know, famous literature is supposed to be boring and old, right? Wrong. The 

Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy is modern classic literature and reading it can 

double your IQ in a few weeks! Don’t believe it? Try it! By the way, it helps a lot to 

have a native English speaker coach you while you read it because there are many 

little jokes in there EFL students might not figure out easily. This is high-octane fuel 

for fun conversation learning! 

Much of the greatest wisdom can be found in the classics of literature. I have 

English language PDFs of most of the books on the list below – 223 – e-books to 

be precise, and am pretty good at finding things online, if they are there.  

If nothing on the following list appeals to you, tell me your interest area, and I’ll 

see if I can find a PDF version of a book or articles relating to that interest area we 

can read together. 

For a person who loves reading, the following list of famous books is like a trip to 

the candy store. 

 

A few of the world’s most famous literary classics 

From China 

⚫ Romance of the Three Kingdoms (三国演义Sānguó Yǎnyì) by Luo Guanzh
ong 

http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=Three+Kingdoms
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=Three+Kingdoms
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This is a historical novel (小说 xiǎoshuō) ending with unification (大一统 dàyītǒng) 

of China in the year 280. Three heroes unite to fight against a brilliant (才华横溢 

cáihuáhéngyì) but cruel Chancellor ( 大臣  dàchén) named Cao Cao who 

manipulated (操控 cāokòng) the emperor. 

⚫ A Dream of Red Mansions  红楼梦 Hónglóumèng 

This is partly an autobiographical (自述 zìshù) novel, about the rise (兴 xīng) and 

decay (兴亡 xīngwáng) of author Cao Xueqin's own family and the Qing Dynasty. 

⚫ Outlaws of the Marsh 水浒传 Shuǐhǔ Zhuàn 

Because of corruption (腐败 fǔbài; 贪腐 tānfǔ) in the kingdom (中国) honorable 

(尊贵 zūnguì) men become outlaws (犯罪团伙 fànzuìtuánhuǒ) living in a marsh 

(沼泽地 zhǎozédì), but later they join (加入 jiārù) the emperor’s (皇帝 huángdì) 

army (军队 jūnduì). 

⚫ Journey to the West 西游记 Xīyóujì 

Amazing colorful story of the stone monkey king Sun Wu Kong and how he 

accompanied the Priest Xuanzang and two others to India to bring back sacred 

Buddhist texts (佛书 Fóshū) to China for the emperor and the people. 

 

From England 

⚫ Shakespear (莎士比亚) - Many works  

These books are awesomely powerful, and awesomely difficult to read for EFL 

students as they use “old English.” So, I recommend against using them for 

practicing modern English. However, if someone plans on studying English 

literature, reading at least one or two of these is essential. 

 

⚫ Writer Charles Dickens - Many works – I especially enjoyed: “Adventures
 of Oliver Twist” 

An young orphan (孤儿 gū'ér) Oliver Twist, endures (忍 rěn) a miserable (悲惨 bēi

cǎn) life in a workhouse (厂 chǎng) and then is sent to work for an undertaker (殡

http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=novel
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=novel
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?wdrst=0&wdqb=unification
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?wdrst=0&wdqb=unification
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=brilliant
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=brilliant
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=Chancellor
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=Chancellor
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=manipulate
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=manipulate
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?wdqr=%E7%B4%85%E6%A8%93%E5%A4%A2%7C%E7%BA%A2%E6%A5%BC%E6%A2%A6&wdrst=0
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=%E7%BA%A2%E6%A5%BC%E6%A2%A6
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autobiographical
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=autobiography
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=autobiography
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=rise
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=rise
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=decay
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=decay
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?wdqr=%E6%B0%B4%E6%BB%B8%E5%82%B3%7C%E6%B0%B4%E6%B5%92%E4%BC%A0&wdrst=0
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=%E6%B0%B4%E6%B5%92%E4%BC%A0
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=corruption
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=corruption
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=corruption
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=corruption
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=kingdom
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=honorable
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=honorable
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=criminal+gang
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=criminal+gang
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=swamp
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=swamp
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=join
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=join
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=emperor
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=emperor
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=army
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=army
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?wdqr=%E8%A5%BF%E6%B8%B8%E8%A8%98%7C%E8%A5%BF%E6%B8%B8%E8%AE%B0&wdrst=0
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=%E8%A5%BF%E6%B8%B8%E8%AE%B0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xuanzang
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=Buddhist+text
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=Buddhist+text
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orphan
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=orphan
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=orphan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Twist_(character)
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=endure
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=endure
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=miserable
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=miserable
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=miserable
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Workhouse
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=workhouse
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=workhouse
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=undertaker
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仪馆 bìnyíguǎn). He escapes (逃 táo) and travels to London where he meets the 

Artful Dodger, leader of a gang (地头蛇 dìtóushé) of juvenile (少年犯 shàoniánfàn

) pickpockets (扒手 páshǒu).  

  

⚫ J.K. Rowling - Harry Potter (series) 

Series of books about a boy who learns magic (魔法 mófǎ) in a very special school 

and the war (战争 zhànzhēng) between good against evil (善恶 shàn'è). 

 

Stone Dragon’s recommended book for intermediate and advanced English 

readers: 

⚫ Douglas Noel Adams – The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy 

Author of many books with the most famous being The Hitchhiker's Guide to the 

Galaxy (银河系漫游指南), which originated in 1978 as a BBC radio comedy, before 

developing into a "trilogy" of five books that sold more than 15 million copies in 

his lifetime and generated a television series, several stage plays, comics, a video 

game, and a 2005 feature film.  

⚫ Jane Austin - Many works, with the most famous being: “Pride and  

Prejudice” (傲慢与偏见 Àomànyǔpiānjiàn)  

The story follows the main character Elizabeth Bennet as she deals with issues (问

题 wèntí) of manners (礼貌 lǐmào), morality (道德 dàodé), education (教育 jiàoyù

) and marriage (婚 hūn) in the society of the landed (地主 dìzhǔ) gentry (绅 shēn) 

of early 19th-century England 

⚫ T. E. Lawrence “Seven Pillars of Wisdom”  

The autobiographical account of the experiences of British Army Colonel T. E. 

Lawrence ("Lawrence of Arabia"), of serving as a military advisor to Bedouin forces 

during the Arab Revolt against the Ottoman Empire of 1916 to 1918. [Non-fiction] 

This is a remarkable book!  

 

 

http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=undertaker
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=undertaker
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=escape
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=escape
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artful_Dodger
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=mafia+boss
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=mafia+boss
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=juvenile
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=juvenile
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=juvenile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pickpocketing
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=pickpocket
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=pickpocket
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=magic
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=magic
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=war
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=war
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=evil
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=evil
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=pride
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=pride
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Bennet
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=issue
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=issue
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=issue
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=manners
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=manners
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=morality
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=morality
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=education
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=education
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=education
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=marriage
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=marriage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landed_gentry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landed_gentry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landed_gentry
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=gentry
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=gentry
http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks01/0100111h.html
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From the U.S.A. 

⚫ Mark Twain – Many works, I especially enjoyed the books “Tom Sawyer”

 (汤姆·索亚), “Huckleberry Finn” (哈克贝利费恩) and “Prince and the  

pauper” (穷光蛋 qióngguāngdàn) 

 

⚫   F. Scott Fitzgerald – His most famous novel might be “The Great Gatsby” 

This is a story about a small town guy who moves to New York in the 1920s and is 

horrified (毛骨悚然 máogǔsǒngrán) at the life of moral decay (不道德 bùdàodé), 

(放浪 fànglàng) there. (I didn’t like this book too much, but it’s often used in English 

literature classes.) 

 

⚫ Henry David Thoreau – His most famous book is called “Walden” 

Walden is the true story of a man who left the city to live by himself in the 

countryside (下乡 xiàxiāng) by a small pond (池塘 chítáng). It’s about 

discovering(发现 fāxiàn) freedom (自由 zìyóu) and his true nature (原性 yuánxìng

). He was strongly influenced by Buddhism, and was strongly anti-war. 

 

⚫ Howard Fast – A prolific author, with my favorite book by him titled:  
SPARTACUS 

This is historical fiction at its best. And I have a PDF version I can share with 

students. It does not have all the sex and sadism of the HBO series, but instead is 

a much deeper look into the causes behind Spartacus’ (Born: c. 111 BC) slave 

revolution, the true size of his slave army (it was huge, nothing like in the HBO 

series) and examination of the personalities of those closest to him. This novel 

starts slowly and touches the heart in a way few books ever can.  

Incidentally, the author Howard Fast wrote it in an American prison. He was sent 

there for the crime of being a socialist in the US in the 1950s. Nonetheless, his 

research on this real-life historical character in the context of Italy during the time 

of the Roman Empire was truly extraordinary. I have a PDF version of this book and 

am happy to share. 

 

 

http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=pauper
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=pauper
http://www.conservapedia.com/The_Great_Gatsby
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=horrified
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=horrified
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=immoral
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=immoral
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=immoral
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=immoral
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=countryside
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=countryside
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=pond
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=pond
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=discover
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=discover
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=freedom
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=freedom
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=original+nature
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=original+nature
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqb=original+nature


12 
 

⚫ Ishmael Reed - Author of many books with the most famous being  
“Reckless Eyeballing” 

Rather politically incorrect, Reed is a sublimely creative black satirist with a wicked 

sense of humor. At the same time his books teach us all a lot about ourselves and 

different facets of American culture. 

I have many (but not all) of these books in PDF format, and we can read these 

books together – online to ensure students understand everything, and pronounce 

the words and phrases correctly. This is a great warm-up exercise for conversations, 

in addition to academic success and success and happiness in life. It’s a win-win 

experience. 

 

Other – The Twelve Caesars by Suetonius 

The Twelve Caesars by Gaius Suetonius Tranquillus (usually just referred to as 

“Suetonius,” written in AD 121), is a set of twelve biographies beginning with Julius 

Caesar and the subsequent 11 emperors of the Roman Empire. The group are: 

Julius Caesar (d. 44 BC), Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero, Galba, Otho, 

Vitellius, Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian (d. 96 AD).  

Unlike the novel Spartacus, The Twelve Caesars does have sadism, as they were a 

very disturbed group of men. This book is worth reading as it imparts some of the 

curious psychologies at work in the political leadership of the USA today. “Power,” 

as the old saying goes, “corrupts. And absolute power corrupts absolutely.” 

 

4) Reading along with a song 

Many countries have something like YouTube, YouKu.com and so on. Most of them 

(and most music APPs) have songs with the lyrics.  

Music is a cool way to learn English because it requires reading, listening, and 

speaking all at the same time in rhythm with the music. For most EFL students this 

means speeding up their speaking in a fun way. So, reading along with a song is a 

good challenge and very useful English learning task. 

 

5) Having fun with idioms  

If someone types “list of English idioms” into Google, 125 million lists come up.  
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There were times when I was a teenager and even in my 20s, when I was busy, or 

thinking about something important and someone came along and started a 

conversation.  

 

In those cases, I often responded with an idiom or proverb as a way of 

acknowledging that I heard them, without inviting further conversation. If the 

person continued talking, I’d keep responding with idioms and proverbs that 

matched their conversation topics, without engaging in that conversation. Naughty 

me!  

 

One of the hardest parts of learning foreign languages is getting familiar with a few 

thousand idioms (and proverbs). Learning how to use them is another matter. 

 

For example, someone might say: “Hurry up! Hurry up!” You could respond with 

the idiom: “Haste makes waste!” Or, if someone says: “Go very slowly, take your 

time,” you could answer with: “He who hesitates is lost!” which has the exact 

opposite meaning of haste makes waste.  

 

So, practicing with idioms is a good idea. It can save time and energy in responding 

to a lot of life’s ridiculous chatter. It also shows a general high level of language 

mastery, which is also nice. 

 

6)  Situation-based conversations: Airport check-in, customs, taxis, hotels, etc. 

Name a context and we can practice conversations to match the situation. I took a 

couple of acting classes during my many years of university study, and two classes 

in voice training for actors (in the Theater Department). So, I can teach not only 

the right words, but also the right feelings to impart in different contexts. Those 

are useful skills for foreign language learners.  

 

7) Editing 

If you have written something and you’d like to have it edited, send it to me. You 

can see how I edit things and learn from the process.  

 

 

8) Kids’ jokes 



14 
 

I know a bunch of good jokes for kids. Telling a joke is an art, and being able to 

entertain kids is another art. Put them together, smooth out the delivery, and you 

have at least an hour of fun. (I’ll also make a PPT about this sometime soon.) 

 

About me 

I grew up living next to universities in the US and Europe because my father was a 

university professor and received grants from foundations to do research in 

Europe for extended periods of time. 

http://www.crusaderstudies.org.uk/resources/historians/profiles/brundage/inde

x.html  

My mother had a Master’s Degree in English earned at Fordham University in New 

York where she met my father. 

I’ve loved reading since I was five years old, and have traveled through and lived in 

some 30 nations from the age of six. And so, I’m curious about almost everything. 

Consequently, my range of conversation topics is pretty wide.  

I speak some basic Putonghua, Spanish, basic Bahasa Indonesia and Malay, but 

have mysteriously forgotten most of my Korean. I made a cognitive psychology 

theory about that. I call it the: “Savage repression of the second most recently 

learned language theory.” Did my brain repress memories of Korean as I learned 

Putonghua right after and my brain needed to clear space for the new language 

without confusing them? Maybe! 

Just so you know, I prefer to be called 石龙. If you watch a lot of American movies 

or TV shows, people named “Greg” and “Gregory” are usually duplicitous losers. 

That’s Hollywood. They love stereotyping, even an otherwise nice name. In any 

case, I find 石龙 more comfortable. 

Here in Thailand most people call me “G” as it’s easy to pronounce and remember. 

My Muslim friends call me “Rashid” and at the Shaolin I have another name. I’m 

not so concerned with what you call me, just don’t call me late for lunch! 

 

 

 

 

A joke 

http://www.crusaderstudies.org.uk/resources/historians/profiles/brundage/index.html
http://www.crusaderstudies.org.uk/resources/historians/profiles/brundage/index.html
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There was a very strict professor who sternly warned all his students: “Do NOT 

COME LATE TO THE EXAM! I will let you take the exam, but then I’ll give you a 

ZERO!” 

When the exam day arrived everyone was on time, except one student who came 

20 minutes late. The professor was furious, but said nothing, knowing he was going 

to give that student a ZERO, however well the student did on the exam. 

After the end of the exam time, the tardy student kept working for another few 

minutes. By this time the professor was boiling angry. 

Then the student came to the front of the lecture hall to turn in the exam. 

“Who do you think you are, coming late to my exam?” bellowed the professor. 

“Oh, you don’t know who I am?” asked the student. Very quickly the student put 

his exam in the middle of the pile of exams on the professor’s table. 

Naughty student!  

Ha, ha, ha 

Unlike the strict teacher I always give a student fair chance. Education should be 

fun in my opinion, not some grueling sado-masochistic ride through hell, as some 

teachers and professors make it.  

If you’re curious about my professional background, my CV is at the bottom of the 

About page on my Silk Road Kung Fu Friendship Tour internet site. 

https://srkffriendshiptour.org  

 

Class fees – there are no fees 

There are no fees, or tuition, however I do ask students make an investment in my 

Silk Road Kung Fu Friendship Tour fund before class. 

The first half an hour of the first class is free. If you like it, great, continue. 

If not, well it’s been nice knowing you. 

Investments I hope to receive for teaching: 

• 1 hour, one person – 200 RMB 

• 1 hour, two people – 250 RMB 

• And so on. 

Best regards, and I hope to hear from you soon. 
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石龙  

WeChat: naturalman2014 and Naturalman2021 

I like to use VooV Meeting as it works well with PPTs. 

See you in cyberspace! 

 

Note: Sorry to say I can’t take any Thai students at this time. I’m not sure it’s legal, 

and I am a guest in this country, so I must be very careful to follow the laws and 

policies of the country I’m living in.  

อีกคร้ังฉนัเสียใจมากเก่ียวกบัเร่ืองนั้น 


